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ANNUAL,  ttEPOKT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
SAINT  IVES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 

To: — -  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Saint  Ives  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1956. 

The  health  of  the  district  remains  very  good. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a  moderate  rise  compared  with  1955 
and  now  stands  at  approximately  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole.  The  natural  increase,  as  evidenced  by  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  continues  in  roughly  the  same 
proportion  as  last  year  —  there  being  109  more  births  than 
deaths.  One  pleasing  feature  is  that  the  reduction  of  the  Still 
Birth  Rate  to  a  figure  well  below  the  national  average,  and 
another  is  that  of  the  232  births  only  one  died  before  the  age 
of  1  year. 

There  were  11  more  deaths  in  1956  than  in  the  previous 
year  but  the  Death  Rate  for  the  district  still  remains  well  below 
the  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  Twice  as  many  deaths  oc¬ 
curred  from  disease  of  the  heart  or  blood  vessels  than  from 
any  other  condition,  but  malignant  disease  took  its  usual  toll 
—  4  deaths  being  due  to  lung  cancer  —  Smokers  please  note! 

Infectious  Disease  was  on  a  moderate  scale  during  1956, 
there  being  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  occurring  ah 
through  the  year.  Four  cases  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  year  ^  2  at  Warboys,  1  at  Wistow  and  1  at 
Earith.  One  case  proved  fatal  after  prolonged  treatment  in 
Brookfields  Isolation  Hospital,  in  Cambridge. 

The  Department  has  been  actively  concerned  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  and  the  Ministry  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  326  houses  were  considered  to  be  unfit  and  would  be 
dealt  with  in  the  next1  five  years.  By  the  end  of  the  year  92 
houses  had  been  represented  as  unfit. 

The  first  Sewerage  Scheme,  at  Somersham  part  of  the 
Council, s  comprehensive  plan  for  the  main  drainage  of  all  the 
villages,  was  practically  completed  in  1956  and  it  is  hdped 
that  other  Schemes  will  receive  the  official  sanction  in  due 
course. 

While  the  water  supply  to  the  district  was  adequate  and 
wholesome,  the  margin  of  safety  was  very  low  in  the  summer. 
The  Ramsey  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board  scheme  for  aug- 
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menting  the;  supply  from  Cambridge  should  do  much  to  im¬ 
prove  the  situation. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  to  me  during  the 
year,  and  all  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help 
and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  CALDWELL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


General  Statistics 

Population  (middle  1956)  ... 
Population  (middle  1955)  ... 

Area 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


14,990 
14,920 
45,911  acres 


£  104,793 
£544,  3.  3 
...  4,167 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Still  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Deaths 
(all  ages) 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

M.  F.  Total 

103  119  222  Birth-rate  per  i,ooo 

5  5  10  estimated  population  15.5 

—  —  —  (Ditto  for  England 

108  124  232  and  Wales) . 15.7 


2  2  4  Birth-rate  per  i,ooo 

- —  —  —  (live  and  still)  Births  16.9 

—  —  —  (Ditto  for  England 

2  2  4  and  Wales)  ...  23.0 

70  53  123  Death-rate  per  i,ooo 

estimated  population  8.2 

(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales)  ...  ...  11.7 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


M.  F.  Total 

1  —  1 


Total .  1  —  1 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  1  year 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  4.3 

(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  .  23.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  4.5 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

(Registrar  General’s  List) 

List  No.  Causes  M.  F. 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ...  ...  2  o 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

3  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  o 

4  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  o 

5  Whooping  Cough .  o  0 

6  Meningococcal  infections  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  o 

8  Measles  .  o  o 

9  Other  infective  and  parasite  diseases  ...  ...  o  o 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ...  ...  4  1 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  ...  2  2 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ...  ...  0  4 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  11  4 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

16  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  o 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  ...  ...  4  7 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  10  9 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  ...  o  4 

20  Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  11 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  1  o 

22  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  00 

23  Pneumonia  32 

24  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  I 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  1  o 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  2  o 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  o  o 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  01 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  o 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  ...  ...  o  0 

31  Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  1  o 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  ...  2  7 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

34  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

35  Suicide  .  1  o 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  0  o 

Total  all  causes  ...  70  53 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to 
the  authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area: — 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 

Cambridge.  Teh:  Cambridge  55526. 

Public  Analyst,  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C., 

Tenison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.:  Cambridge  2097. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services 

(i)  Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance 

Service  operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire 

Service  have  been  available  on  doctor's  orders.  Tel.: 

Huntingdon  348. 

(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse-midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  County  Council  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and  attend¬ 
ed  maternity  cases, 

(i)  A  nurse  residing  in  Warboys  (Tel.:  Warboys  224) 
attended  cases  in  Warboys,  Wistow  and  B  roughs 
ton. 

(ii)  A  nurse  residing  inBluntisham  (Tel.:  Earith  225) 
attended  cases  in  Somersham  and  Pidley. 

(iii)  A  Nurse  residing  in  Hemingford  Grey  (Tel.:  St. 
Ives  2128)  attended  cases  in  the  Hemingfords, 
Fenstanton  and  Hilton. 

(iv)  A  Nurse  residing  in  Bluntisham  (Tel.:  Earith  226) 
attended  cases  in  Earith,  Bluntisham,  Colne  and 
Holywell-cum-Needingworth . 

(v)  A  Nurse  residing  in  Woodhurst  (Tel.:  Warboys 
327)  attended  cases  in  Wyton  Aerodrome,  Wood¬ 
hurst,  Oldhurst  and  Upwood. 

(vi)  A  Nurse  residing  in  St.  Ives  (Tel.:St.  Ives  2228) 
attended  cases  in  Houghton  and  Wyton  villages. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council: — 
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Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Ailments 

infant 

Welfare 

Dental 

Schoolchildren 

Children 
(0-5  yrs.) 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren. 
Pre-natal  and 
nursing 

mothers. 

3rd  Friday  in  month. 
10. 30-1 1.30  a.m. 

Every  Friday.  2-4  p.m. 

1st  Monday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

1st  Wednesday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

3rd  Friday  in  month. 
10  a.m. -12  noon. 

2.30-3  P-m- 

Every  Wednesday  (ex¬ 
cept  2nd  in  month)  and 
every  Saturday. 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

(By  appointment.) 

Flealth  Clinic. 
Station 

Approach, 
St.  Ives. 

Ditto. 

Constitutional 

Hall, 

Fenstanton. 

Methodist 

Room, 
Somersham. 
Baptist 
Chapel, 
Warboys. 
Health  Clinic, 
Station 

Approach, 
St.  Ives. 

Dental  Clinic, 
Princes  Street, 
Huntingdon. 

(ii)  The  following  ¥ 

bility  of  the  Regional1  Ho; 
on  an  agency  basis  by  t 

ealth  Services  are  now  the  responsi- 

spital  Board,  but  are  administered 
he  Huntingdon  County  Council: — 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Orthopaedic 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren 

Ditto. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridajrs  in 
month  (by  appointment 
except  in  emergency) . 
10.30  a.m. -12  noon. 
2-4  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 
in  month  (Surgeons  by 
appointment) . 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

Old  Grammar 
School, 
Huntingdon. 

Ditto. 

(iii)  The  following  Health  Services  are  now  provided  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board: — 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

Venereal 

Diseases 

All  ages 

All  cases 

Every  Thursday. 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

Mondays,  3-7  p.m. 
Wednesdays,  4-6.30  p.m 

Males : 

Mondays,  5.30-7  p.m. 
Wednesdays,  5.30-7 p.m 
Females : 

Tuesdays,  10.30-12  noor 
Thursdays,  5.30-7  p.m. 

County 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon. 

Addenbrooke's 

Hospital, 

Cambridge. 

Out-Patients 

Department, 

Memorial 

Hospital, 

Peterborough. 
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Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatrict,  Skin  Obstet, 
rical,  Gynaecological  and  Dental  Out-Patients'  Clinics  are 
held  at  Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke's 
Hospital ,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Practitioners  can 
refer  their  patients  for  specialist  investigation;. 

(e)  Hospital  Services. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  all  hospitals 
in  the  area  came  under  the  control  of  the  Regional!  Hospital 
Board. 

Fever. — Facilities  for  the  investigation  and  treatment  of 
infectious  diseases  are  provided  by  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at 
Ely,  Cambridge;  and  Peterborough. 

General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Matern¬ 
ity  Hospital,  Huntingdon. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


During  the  year  the  number  of  children  immunised  was  as 
follows: — 


Age  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisation 

53 

67 

8 

1 

5 

20 

2 

156 

Secondary  or  Rein¬ 
forcing  Injection 

“ 

— 

1 

13 

216 

98 

328 

1  he  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  state  within  the  District  of  children  up  to  the 
age  of  15  years: — 


Age  at  31.12.56 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  I 
1956 

1-4 

1955-1952 

5-9 

1951-11)47 

10-14 

1946-1942 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete  course  of  in- 
j  ections  (whether  primary 
or  booster). 

A.  1952-1956 

T4 

398 

519 

319 

12  50 

B.  1951  or  earlier 

— 

- 

302 

678 

980 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1956  52 

Pulmonary:  37  Non-Pulmonary:  15 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases- 

—Diagnosed 

New  Cases- 

— Transfers 

Respiratory 

Non- Res. 

Respiratory 

Non-Res. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

#  # 

#  , 

1 

•  • 

•  . 

5 . 

.  • 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

15 . 

I 

2 

20 

I 

I 

25 . 

•  • 

I 

35 . 

•  • 

I 

I 

I 

45  .  . 

2 

I 

55 . 

2 

•  • 

65  and  upwards 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

6 

3 

I 

— 

I 

3 

— 

— 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in 
connection  with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Diphtheria 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Erysipelas 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Dysentry  .  15 

133 
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REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


1.  (I)  Water. — Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the 

Ramsey  &  St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board,  the  Chesterton  and 
St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board  and  by  Huntingdon  Rural  Dis^ 
trict  Council. 

The  Ramsey  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Boards's  scheme  for  the 
immediate  supply  of  up  to  250,000  gallons  per  day  from  the 
Cambridge  Water  Company  was  commenced  during  the  year 
and  has  proceeded  satisfactorily. 

This  will  be  a  very  welcome  addition  to  the  Board's 
supply  and  when  available  will  eliminate  the  constant  and 
indeed  irritating  restrictions  that  have  for  many  years  been 
imposed  on  consumers  to  conserve  water  during  the  time  when 
they  are  in  most  need  of  it. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  Water  Company 
will  be  softened  and  the  Chesterton  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Water 
Board  have  alsoi  agreed  in  principle  toi  soften  their  supply, 
so  there  are  prospects  that  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  water  supply  will  be  improved  in  the  next  few  years. 

The  supply  from  Huntingdon  Rural  District  Council  is 
limited  to  three  parishes,  namely,  Houghton  and  Wyton  and 
the  Hemingfords,  and  the  Council  is  using  practically  the 
whole  of  the  daily  quantity  of  39,000  gallons  that  formed  part 
of  the  original  agreement  with  Huntingdon  Rural  District 
Council,  when  permission  was  given  to<  them  to>  develop  their 
water  supply  installations  at  Houghton. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year,  as  officially  recorded  at  the 
Royal  Air  Force  Station,  Wyton,  was  25.43  inches,  which  was 
approximately  4  inches  above  the  average  and  nearly  9J  inch¬ 
es  above  that  in  1955.  The  rainfall  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  was  very  abnormal,  and  because  of  this  it  was  not  found 
necessary  td  restrict  the  supplies  in  any  part  of  the  district. 

The  Council  instructed  their  Engineers  to  prepare  a  scheme 
to  improve  the  supply  to  Oldhurst  and  Woodhurst  and  it  was 
decided  to  install  a  'booster'  plant  at  the  base  of  the  reservoir 
at  Bluntisham. 

Routine  samples  from  all  the  supplies  indicated  that  the 
purity  of  the  water  was  satisfactory.  70  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  of  which  5  were  unsatisfactory.  Subsequent 
samples  taken  from  the  same  points  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

Several  small  extensions  to  the  existing  mains  were  car¬ 
ried  out  during  the  year  and  with  the  increasing  use  of  Poly¬ 
thene  tube  and  its  relatively*  low  cost,  more  and  more  farms 
and  isolated  cottages  are  being  connected  to  the  mains. 
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It  is,  perhaps,  still  a  far  cry  to  “Utopia'  '  in  every  parish, 
but  as  a  water  supplier  the  Council  is  still,  after  all,  only  20 
years  old! 

It  began  in  1936  as  a  lusty  infant,  it  faltered  a  little  dur¬ 
ing  adolescence,  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  fact  that 
“there  was  a  war  on"  and  now  on  reaching  maturity  there  is 
every  prospect  that  its  short  life  will  be  ended  under  the  Gov- 
erment,s  re-grouping  scheme.  “Sic  Transit  Gloria". 

A  summary  of  the  water  supplies  to  each  parish  is  given 
below: — 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Parish 

Source 

of 

Supply 

Sufficiency 

or 

Otherwise 

Quality 

of 

Water 

Results 

of 

Analyses 

Number 

of 

Analyses 

i. 

Bluntisham 

Public  mains 

Adequate 

Good 

Satisfactory 

70  samples 

2. 

Broughton 

>  t 

p  P 

p  p 

9  p 

99 

taken  from 

3- 

Bury 

>  p 

p  p 

p  p 

p  p 

p  p 

mains  supply. 

4- 

Colne 

>  p 

p  p 

p  p 

p  p 

»  p 

5- 

Barith 

p  p 

p  p 

p  p 

p  p 

p  p 

5  samples 

6. 

Fenstanton 

p  p 

p  p 

pp 

9  p 

p  P 

unsatisfactory. 

7- 

Hemingford 

Abbots 

p  p 

p  p 

p  p 

P  9 

p  p 

Repeat 

8. 

Hemingford 

samples 

Grey 

p  p 

p  p 

9  p 

9  9 

p  p 

satisfactory 

9- 

Hilton 

p  9 

p  p 

p  p 

9  P 

P  9 

IO. 

H  olywell- 

cum-Need- 

ingworth 

p  p 

p  p 

P  9 

P  9 

9  9 

n. 

Houghton  & 

Wyton 

p  p 

p  P 

9  9 

9  P 

9  ) 

12. 

Oldhurst 

p  P 

p  p 

P  9 

P  9 

9  9 

13* 

Pidley-cum- 

Fenton 

p  p 

p  p 

9  9 

P  9 

9  9 

14- 

Somersham 

p  P 

P  P 

9  P 

9  9 

9  9 

15- 

Warboys 

p  9 

p  P 

P  P 

P  P 

P  9 

16. 

Wistow 

s  f 

p  p 

P  9 

Fen  Area 

(with  excep 

tion  of  Fen 

Area) 

Unsatisfactory 

l7- 

Woodhurst 

Public  mains 

Adequate 

Good 

Satisfactory 

1.  (2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage  —  Unfortunately 

the  first  of  the  Council's  Main  Drainage  Schemes  was  still  un¬ 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  will  be  1957  before  the 
Somersham  Scheme  will  be  in  operation. 

A  new  phase  on  Public  Health  Work  will  then  commence 
in  the  district,  a  phase  which  will  be  full  of  satisfaction  for 
the  Council  and  the  Department,  provided  that  the  remaining 
schemes  can  be  completed  in  the  forseeable  future. 
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The  schemes  undoubtedly  present  economic  problems  but 
there  is  a  growing  awareness  among  the  Public  that  they  are 
now  asl  much  an  essential  part  of  a  Rural  as  they  are  of  an 
Urban  community.  Indeed  the  present  progressive  policy  of 
the  Council  towards  the  making  of  Improvement  Grants  for 
the  installation  of  bathrooms  and  their  Slum  Clearance  and 
Housing  programmes  all  tend  to  make  sewage  disposal  schemes 
an  integral  and  essential  part  of  their  general  policy.  It  is  re¬ 
gretted  therefore  that  no  further  progress  on  the  remaining 
schemes  took  place  during  the  year,  but  the  policy  of  the 
Council  remained  unchanged. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams.  —  The  River  Ouse  which 
flows  through  the  district  is  controlled  by  the  Great  Ouse  River 
Board. 

One  stream  in  the  area,  at  Bury,  was  heavily  polluted 
with  effluent  from  Silage  Pits  in  June  and  this  pollution  flow¬ 
ed  to  a  main  water  course  in  an  adjacent  district  and  caused 
some  concern  to  the  River  Board.  The  Council  served  a  Stat¬ 
utory  Notice  on  the  Occupier  of  the  premises  to  abate  the 
nuisance. 

The  Hemingfordi  reaches  of  the  Ouse  were  also  seriously 
polluted  by  a  factory  effluent  introduced  into  the  river  in  an 
adjacent  district.  The  pollution  was  of  a  temporary  nature, 
but  caused  heavy  fatality  amongst  the  fish  in  some  of  the  best 
angling!  stretches  of  the  river. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Fisheries  Officer  of  the  River 
Board  a  number  of  the  fish  were  electrically)  stunned,  netted 
and  removed  from  a  gravel  pit  in  the  district  prior  tos  the  tip*- 
ping  of  refuse  in  the  pit.  These  fish  were  released  into  various 
reaches  of  the  Ouse. 

Several  thousand  Rudd  were  also  netted  by  the  Fisheries 
Officer  of  the  Board  at  Gravel  Pits  at  Earith  and  released  into 
the  river 

The  Council’s  policy  on  the  maintenance  of  awarded 
watercourses  remain  unchanged.  However, several  watercourses 
and  ditches  which  are  heavily  polluted  with  sewage  were 
cleaned  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 
The  volume  of  partially  treated  sewage  effluent  entering  some 
of  these  broooks  continues  to  increase  and  they  will  remain  a 
constant  problem  and  nuisance  until  the  completion  of  ade¬ 
quate  drainage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

3.  (1)  Closet  Accommodation.  —  Steady  progress 
in  the  conversion  of  E.  C’s.  to  W.  C’s  continued  during  the 
year  mainly  due  to  applications  for  Improvement  Grants. 
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3,  (2)  Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Night-soil  Collection. 

A  weekly  collection  of  nightsoil  is  carried  out  over  the 
whole  of  the  district  by  means  of  two  750  gallon  Yorkshire 
Karrier  Tankers  which  are  fitted  with  night-soil  attachments. 
Approximately  2,000  pails  being  emptied  each  week. 

The  night-soil  is  partially  distributed  over  agricultural 
land,  but  the  bulk  is  injected  into  the  sewers  at  Oidhurst, 
where  it  passes  after  suitable  dilution  through  the  sewage 
works  purchased  by  the  Council  from  the  Ministry  of  Works. 

By  arrangement  with  Huntingdon  Borough,  night-soil 
is  collected  from  Hartford  and  Huntingdon,  approximately 
145  pails  being  emptied  each  week. 

By  arrangement  with  St.  Ives  Borough  Council,  night- 
soil  is  collected  from  approximately  90  houses  in  the  Borough, 
this  service  being  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable  after  dark. 

The  service  was  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
during  the  year. 

(b)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  same  vehicles  are  used  for  cesspool  emptying  as  are 
used  for  the  night-soil  service. 

During  the  year,  605  cesspools  were  emptied,  58  more  than 
in  1955,  and  the  majority  of  this  work  is  carried  out  from 
Thursday  toi  Sunday. 

The  work  done  included  the  frequent  emptying  of  large 
septic  tanks  in  industrial  premises  holding  up  to  25,000 
gallons. 

The  Council  reviewed  the  charges  for  cesspool  emptying 
but  decided  to  continue  on  the  existing  basis  of  25s/-  for 
each  750  gallon!  load  and  a  sliding  scale  reducing  the  charge 
for  additional  loads. 

As  in  previous  years  the  service  is  made  available  to 
neighbouring  Authorities  for  de-sludging  sewage  tanks,  gully 
and  cesspool  emptying,  at  agreed  charges. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  the  number  of  cesspools 
emptied  annually  has  more  than  doubled  since  the!  inception 
of  the  service  in  1949. 

(c)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the 
district  continued  during  the  year,  and  a  satisfactory  service 
was  maintained. 

Two  15  cubic-yard  moving  floor  vehicles  and  one  10  cub¬ 
ic-yard  sideloader  are  used  for  the  collections.  The  latter  was 
replaced  by  a  15  cubic-yard  Dual  Tip  Diesel  Driven  Vehicle 
in  October. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  at  two  worked-out  gravel  pits  sit¬ 
uated  at  Hemingford  Grey  and  Somersham. 
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The  Hemingford  gravel  pit  is  full  of  water  and  this  tip 
isi  split  up  into  small  lagoons,  as  more  space  is  required,  by 
forming  embankments  with  earth  moving  equipment.  Each 
lagoon  is  filled  and  consolidated  before  the  next  isi  formed. 
In  this  way  the  area  of  contaminated  water  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  Fish  are  moved  by  the  River  Board  for  re-stocking 
the  Ouse  as  each  lagoon  is  formed. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination  and  the  results  indicate  that  the 
embankments  act  as  an  effective  barrier  to  the  lagoons,  as  the 
main  body  of  water  remains  suitable  for  the  maintenance  and 
development  of'  fish  life. 

The  Council's  tip  forms  part  of  a  much  greater  area  of  pri¬ 
vately  owned  excavated  land  which  is  used  as  a  fishing  pool. 

The  water  area  over  the  two  parts  is  unbroken,  hence  the 
necessity  of  forming  lagoons. 

Refuse  on  the  tips  is  spread  and  levelled  by  bulldozing 
and  earth  cover  is  available  on  the  sites  for  sealing., 

Periodic  baiting  is  undertaken  to  control  rats,  and  in¬ 
secticides  are  sprayed  to  control  crickets  and  flies. 

In  addition  to  the  house  refuse  collections  in  the  area, 
contract  work  for  more  frequent  collections  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  was  undertaken  at  two  R.  A.  F.  Stations  situated  in 
the  district. 

By  arrangement  with  St.  Ives  Borough  Council  a  weekly 
kerbside  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out 
for  the  Borough. 

The  average  number  of  dustbins  emptied  each  week  was 
5,000. 

3.  (3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area. 


(a)  Housing  Inspections: — 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts . 162 

Re-inspections  .  77 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  .  37 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  .  36 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  . 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  . 


The  main  activities  of  the  department  under  this  heading 
were  directed  towards  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  re¬ 
connection  of  houses  in  Somersham  to  the  new  sewer  and 
the  conversion  of  the  existing  earth  closets  to  water  closets. 

In  addition,  as  stated  elsewhere  in  the  report,  consider¬ 
able  progress  was  made  in  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  pro¬ 
gramme  and  on  the  improvement  of  existing  houses  by  way 
of  grants  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
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(b)  Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937: — 

Number  of  Number  of 


Premises  Number  on 

Number  of 

written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

i.  Sections  i,  2, 

3,  4,  and  6 

1 1 

12 

Nil 

2.  Section  7 

34 

38 

1 

Nil 

Total 

45 

50 

1 

Nil 

The  following 

defects 

were  found 

as  a  result  of  the 

inspections:— 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were: — 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Defect  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drainage  of  floors  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Insufficient  sanitary 
accommodation 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Defective  sanitary 
accommodation 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  .  . 

2 

2 

0 

1 

No  proceedings  were  taken  against  any  of  the  occupiers 
of  factories  in  the  district  and  the  premises  were  maintained  in 
a  satisfactory  condition. 

Following  the  receipt  of  Circulars  and  Memoranda  from 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  as  to  the  Means 
of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  in  Factories,  all  the  premises  in  the 
area  to  which  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act  is  applicable 
were  re-inspected, 

Minor  amendments  to  the  Certificates  previously  issued 
were  found  to  be  necessary  in  a  few  cases  and  new  Certificates 
were  issued. 

(c)  Inspections  under  Regulations,  etc.:— 

Moveable  dwellings 
Dumps,  tips 


Scavenging 
Salvage 
Dairies 

Offensive  trades 
Butcher's  premises 
Food  Hygiene 

Shops  . 

Pumps,  wells 

Drains  . 

Council  houses 


98 

99 
85 

6 

39 

6 

153 

176 

60 

17 

104 

195 
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Housing  sites  . 

. 109 

General  Public  Health . 

. 100 

Schools  . 

.  1 

Slaughter-houses  . 

...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Meat  from  outside  district 

.  35 

Petroleum  stores  . 

.  17 

After  infectious  diseases 

12 

...  •••  •••  •••  sea  -LW 

Ice  cream  . 

40 

a.  a  sea  aaa  a.a  sea  ■  v 

Disinfestations  . 

.  26 

Food  Regulations  . 

. 133 

Sewage  W orks  . 

aaa  aaa  ass  aaa  aaa 

Improvement  Grants  . 

. 136 

Miscellaneous  . 

.  90 

Total  1,815 

As  a  result  of  thei  inspections  recorded  above,  205  in¬ 
formal  notices  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  of  prem¬ 
ises  requesting  them  to  comply  with  the  relevant  Acts  and 
Regulations. 

The  infringements  found  were  of  a  minor  character,  and 
were1  rectified  after  a  request  to  do  so  had  been  made  by  the 
Department.  In  only  one  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to 
serve  a  Statutory  Notice. 

3.  (4)  Camping  Sites. — Four  existing  licences  for  Camp¬ 

ing  Sites  were  renewed  by  the  Council  and  one  additional 
site  for  the  stationing  of  a  maximum  of  6  caravans  was  is¬ 
sued. 

Licences  for  the  stationing  of  28  caravans  in  various  parts 
of  the  district  were  granted  by  the5  Cduncil. 

Some  branches  of  the  agricultural  industry  rely  on  itiner¬ 
ant  van  dwellers  for  seasonal  labour  and  a  number  of  these 
caravans  were  stationed  in  the  district  during  the  harvest 
period. 

3.  (5)  Swimming  Baths.  — There  are  no  public  baths 

in  the  area,  but  a  number  of  people  continue  to  bathe  in  the 
River  Ouse,  which  is  fairly  heavily  contaminated  with  sewage. 

3.  (6)  Rodent  Control. — Although  the  Council  does  not 

employ  a  rodent  operator,  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  to 
cany  out  regular  inspections  and  surveys  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  a  number  of 
properties  were  baited  during  the  year  with  Warfarin  and 
other  poisons;  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  is  sum*- 
marised  in  the  following  table: — 
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Agrieultur  ai 


(0 

Local 

Authority 

1.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification  .  .  — 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act  3 

(c)  Otherwise  ( e.g .  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose)  — 

2.  Total  inspections  carried 

out — including  re-inspec¬ 
tions  .  .  . .  . .  102 

3.  Number  of  Properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  fMaior  ••  3 

W  *<-ats  ^Minor  . .  _ 

4.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  .  .  .  .  3 

5.  Total  treatments  carried 

out— including  retreat¬ 
ments  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

6.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Sec.  4  of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment  .  .  .  .  — 

(b)  Structural  work  .  .  — 

7.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Sec.  4  of  the 

Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  .  .  — 

9.  Number  of  “Block ” con¬ 
trol  schemes  carries  out:  — 


T ype  of  Proj  erty 
Non- Agricultural 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(Including 

Council 

Houses) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

Total  (  f 
Cols.  (1) 

(9  &  (3) 

1 1 

_ 

I  I 

— 

23 

26 

IO 

751 

136 

887 

— 

762 

159 

1023 

IO 

1 1 

5 

19 

3 

30 

18 

48 

7 

41 

23 

67 

IO 

123 

79 

2  1 1 

29 

HOUSING 

1  .Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . 162 

(b)  Number'  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  239 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  115 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  140 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  92 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  51 

2  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  49 

3  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  .  36 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  .  19 

Housing1  (General). 

Prior  to  1939  the  average  number  of  private  dwellings 
erected  each  year  was  8,  but  it  will  be  observed  that  a  record 
number  of  such  houses,  namely  36,  were  completed  ini  1956, 
and  there  is  every  indication  that  the  post-war  average  will 
be  substantially  exceeded  in  the  next  few  years. 

The  Council’s  housing  programme  for  General  Needs  was 
practically  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  empha¬ 
sis  has  been  changed  to  Slum  Clearance  and  the  replacement 
of  condemned  houses. 

This  change  was  of  course  influenced  by  the  Housing 
Subsidies  Act. 


The  following  table  shows  the  progress  made  in  the 
erection  of  new  council  houses  and  private  houses  since  1946:- 


Council  houses 

Private  houses 

completed 

completed 

1946 

.  18 

10 

1947 

.  47 

29 

1948 

.  50 

19 

1949 

.  47 

15 

1950 

.  47 

21 

1951 

.  25 

8 

1952 

.  56 

2 

1953 

.  50 

23 

1954 

.  74 

23 

1955 

.  63 

17 

1956 

.  15 

36 

492 

203 

17 

The  total  number  of  council  houses  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  910  plus  two  temporary  dwellings. 

A  further  12  houses  and  4  bungalows  were  under  con¬ 
struction  at  Earith  and  it  was  hoped  to  commence  20  bunga¬ 
lows  and  10  houses  at  Somersham  early  in  1957. 

The  differential  rent  scheme  came  into  operation  during 
the  year  and  at)  first  met  with  a  considerable  amount  of  op¬ 
position  from  thei  tenants,  but  although  it  would  not  be  true 
to  say  that  the  scheme  now  meets  with  everybody’s  approval, 
it  has  proved  to  be  sound  in  principle  and  fair  in  operation. 
Especially  so,:  as  it  is  flexible  and  gives  the  Council  every 
opportunity  of  fixing  rents  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  any  particular  family. 

The  Council’s  houses  are  maintained  by  direct  labour 
staff,  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  attract  suitable  tradesmen, 
especially  Bricklayers,  to  the  type  of  jobbing  work  such  as  the 
replacement  of  stoves  and  copper  washboilers,  that  forms  the 
major  part  of  their  work. 

Slum  Clearance. 

In  October  1955  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry.  It  was  estimated  that  there 
wiere  296  houses  which  would  be  dealt  with  as  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  and  30  as  a  Clearance  Area. 

Work  on  this  programme  was  intensified  during  the  year 
and  62  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  and  dealt  with  under 
Section  11. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  36  of  these  houses,  and 
the  Council  accepted  Undertakings  from  the  owners  of  20 
houses. 

In  4  cases  the  owners  demolished  their  property  between 
representation  and  the  date  when  they  were  due  to  appear 
before  the  Council.  One  case  was  deferred  until  1957  and  one 
owner  completely  modernised  his  property  after  service  of 
preliminary  notices. 

An  area  of  30  houses  was  inspected  and  represented  as  a 
Clearance  Area  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
for  confirmation. 

Improvement  Grants 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications 
for  Grants  received  during  the  year,  namely  24  as  against  49 
applications  in  1955.  In  21  cases  grants  amounting  to  a  total 
of  £4836.  were  accepted  by  the  applicants  ;an  average  of  £178. 
per  house. 
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Since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  89  houses  have  been 
improved,  the  total  amount  of  grant  being  £16,398. 

Many  of  these  houses  would  have  been  represented  as 
unfit  for  habitation  if  the  owners  had  not  decided  after  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  department  to  carry  out  the  necessary  im¬ 
provements. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply. 

As  from  the  1st  October  1956  the  district  has  been  speci¬ 
fied  by  the  Minister  as  one  in  which  only  designated  milk 
can  be  sold. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  one  village  at  first  and 
at  one  time  it  appeared  as  if  it  would  be  necessary  to  apply  to 
the  Minister  for  this  village  to  be  exempted  from  the  order. 
Subsequently  a  local  Dairyman  obtained  a  licence  to  retail 
farm  bottled  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  which  made  the  request 
unnecessary. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  in  the  district  is  supplied  by  two 
firms  both  of  whom  operate  high-temperature  short  time  Pas¬ 
teurisation  Plants. 

One  of  these  firms  installed  its  own  private  water  supply 
during  the  year  and  ceased  to  use  the  Public  supply.  Samples 
submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Public  Analyst  indicated  that 
this  private  water  supply  was  satisfactory.  It  is  chlorinated 
and  softened  before  use. 

Dealer's  and  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the 
sale  of  milk  under  special  designations  were  granted  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasturised)  .  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  7 

Pasteurised  .  7 

Sterilised  .  4 


(b)  Ice  Cream. 

There  isi  one  licenced  manufacturer  in  the  district,  but 
practically  all  the  ice  cream  sold  consists  of  pre-packed  brands 
manufactured  and  distributed  by  welhknown  firms. 

During  the  year  25  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  analysis;  of  these  21  were 
classed  in  Grade  I  and  4  in  Grade  II. 
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(c)  Meat  and  oilher  Foods. 

Number1  of  licensed  Slaughter-houses  .  4 

Number  of  Butcher’s  Shops  . 10 

Practically  all  the  meat  sold  in  the  district  is  ‘imported’ 
from  slaughter-houses  situated  in  other  districts,  only  oc¬ 
casional  sheep  and  pigs  being  slaughtered  in  the  4  licensed 
slaughter-houses . 

The  quality  of  home  killed  meat  in  the  shops  was  very 
good  indeed. 

A  large  variety  of  foodstuffs  was  examined  during  the 
year  and  the  following  were  condemned: — 

Beef  261bs.  Bruising 

2  Imported  Lambs  591bs.  Mould  formation 

Imported  Apples  14001bs.  Decomposition 

Crumpets  240.  Contaminated  with  oil. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

A  survey  of  all  the  Catering  and  Food  Retailing  Estab¬ 
lishments  in  the  district  was  commenced  during  the  year  and 
the  results  so  far  indicate  that  the  majority  of  the  premises 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  regulations.  Where  they 
were  found  to'  fall  short  of  the  standard  the  occupiers  were 
advised  informally,  of  the  improvements  and  alterations  neces¬ 
sary. 

The  Medical  Officer  organised  a  film  show  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  makers  of  a  firm  of  detergents  and  sterilizers, 
and  all  the;  occupiers  of  food  premises!  were  invited  to  attend. 
It  was  noticable  that  only  the  more  progressive  traders  acceph 
ed  the  invitation. 

In  a  scattered  rural  area  it  is  difficult  to  arrange  regular 
demonstrations  and  talks  on  Food  Hygiene,  and  it:  is  felt  that 
the  need  to  conform  to  the  Regulations  can  only  effectively  be 
brought  home  to  Food  Traders  by  repeated  visits  and  inspect¬ 
ions,  and  the  reiteration  of  simple  rules  of  cleanliness  and  stem 
ilization. 

Adulteration. 

Huntingdon  County  Council  are  the  primary  authority  for 
the  administration  of  those  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  relating  to  adulteration.  No  special  circumstances  arose 
where  it  was  considered  that  any  action  could,  with  advan¬ 
tage,  be  taken  by  the  Department. 
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